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• “The excuses of our times can be ingenious: failure to provide 
access to treatment becomes reframed as failure to adhere to 
prescribed drug regimens.  This perceived ‘noncompliance’ of the 
poor (but not other classes of patients) is reframed, in turn, as a 
public health issue.  Not only are ‘precious pills’ wasted on such 
patients, but their noncompliance is seen as leading to new drug-
resistant strains….Thus does denial of access to treatment become 
transformed into a rational public health strategy.”

-Dr. Paul Farmer, Pathologies of Power, 2003


